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cation of a word they looked primarily to the Koran as the absolutely perfect standard of speech, and then to the productions of the early poets. In this they had the sanction of the Prophet himself, who, according to a tradition, had said, that when a man was in doubt as to the language of Grod's word, he would do well to take the poets to counsel. Poetry was especially fitted to fix the form of a word, since the sacnsion of a line would depend on the Towelling and on the inflection of the words of which it was composed, and thus insure an approximation to- exactness. The skawahid, or proofs of lexicography and grammar, were therefore chiefly verses of the poets, and these are to be found imbedded in endless numbers in all commentaries and grammatical treatises. But only the earlier poets were of high authority. "Within a century of Mohammed's flight from Mecca, the Moslem empire stretched from Kashgar and Moultan to Morocco and the Pyrenees, and the Arab man of letters was exposed to the corrupting propinquity of men of many different races. Only a poet of the Ignorance, that is, one who had died before the preaching of Islam;, or a Mukhadram, that is, one who was contemporary with it, was looked upon as of paramount and unquestionable authority. An Islami, that is one who was born after the rise of Islam, was of less consideration, and after the first century, the poets are called Muwelledftn, and are only quoted for their literary beauties, and not as authorities for the Arab tongue.
It was among the designs of Hariri to exhibit in their right form, or signification, a number of these words about which there was, or had been, doubt. "With this view he introduces them into verses in such, places that the metre